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Important Dates 

04/03 Plant-A-Thon Workshop 
by the Volusia County 
Master Gardeners, 9 to 
noon, Volusia County 
Fairgrounds 

04/04 Plant Sale by the Volusia 
County Master Gardeners, 
8:30 to noon, Volusia 
County Fairgrounds 

4/15-17 Sands of TimeɂFFGC 
83rd Annual Convention 
at the Plaza Resort & Spa 

05/09 Annual Orchid Show & 
Sale by the Volusia 
County Orchid Society, 
held at the Volusia County 
Fair & Expo Center 

 

Cherry Laurel Garden Club 

Word of Mouth 
April Meeting: Saint Augustine Field Trip 
Joan Deemer has arranged our meeting in St. Augustine for our April 8th outing. The 
meeting will include a tour of the Lightner Museum and gardens, free time in Saint 
Augustine and a luncheon at the Casa Monica hotel. We will meet in the hobby of the 

museum at 10:00 to take our tour. Lunch is scheduled for 1:00 
ÐÍȟ ÓÏ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÏÕÒ ÔÏÕÒȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
shops! 

The Lighter Museum 

Relics of America's Gilded Age are elegantly exhibited on the 
museum's three floors. Costumes, furnishings, mechanical 
musical instruments and other artifacts give you a glimpse 
into 19th century daily life. The Lightner collection includes 
beautiful examples of cut glass, Victorian art glass and the 
stained glass work of Louis Comfort Tiffany. 

Casa Monica 

In 1887, Henry Flagler sold a parcel of land to Bostonian archi-
tect Franklin W. Smith on which Smith built the Casa Monica 
Hotel, naming the hotel after St. Monica, the mother of re-
vered St. Augustine and namesake of the city. 

The hotel opened on January 1, 1888 with only three guests registered and was later 
sold to Henry Flagler a few short months later. Flagler renamed the property to Hotel 
Cordova and caused it to thrive, filling the hotel with many return guests and grand af-
fairs. He later connected Hotel Cordova as an annex to The Alcazar, a neighboring hotel 
also owned by Flagler. 

The Hotel Cordova closed its doors in 1932 and was purchased 30 years later in 1962 by 
3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÙ ÃÏÕÒÔÈÏÕÓÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
courthouse for another 30 years before being purchased by The Kessler Collection in 
1997. 

Opening on December 10, 1999, the Casa Monica Hotel was restored to its original 
name and grandeur, operating once more as a luxurious hotel. Now celebrating 120 
years in existence, the Casa Monica Hotel exemplifies the same splendor and service as 
it did in 1888, maintaining the original historic and majestic style while uniting it to mod-
ern luxury. 

See directions and instructions for the day on Page 4. R 

May Meeting & Luncheon 
Our annual luncheon will be held at the LPGA County Club on May 13th. We will meet at 
9:30 for social time and 10:00 for the meeting. Our luncheon will include the installation 
of officers. 

Payment for the luncheon should be made by April 15 with the amount of $21 and your 
luncheon choice of Grilled Chicken or Grilled Salmon given to Marlene Upp.  

Remember, the club is responsible for the guaranteed number, so it is important to get 
your name and money in to Marlene. R 
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Reminders 

'ÉÖÅ %ÌÌÅÎ /ȭ3ÈÁÕÇÈÎÅÓÓÙ 
names of young students for 
sponsorship in the Wekiva 
Youth Camp this summer. 

Got a picture you like of 
yourself? Give it to Lura Will-

hite for the 2009-10 year-
book. Candid shots taken at 
our meetings and outings will 
be used unless you provide a 
shot. 

Register for the May lunch-
eon! 

Recycle 

Maria Clifton 
heads up our 
recycle 
campaign.  
(ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÌÉÓÔ 
of items we 

can send in: 

¶ Cell phones 

¶ Ipods, MP3 

¶ Laptops 

¶ Digital cameras 

¶ GPS devices 

¶ Palm Pilots/PDAs 

¶ DVD/Movies/CDs 

¶ Video games & con-

soles 

¶ Ink cartridges 

All can be given to Maria at a 
meeting. She will box up and 

send off to the company. The 
club receives money for the 
recycled items. R 

Ȱ'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ +ÎÏ× 9ÏÕȱ - Pat Sample 
This is a column to highlight a member. Each month a name will be drawn and the member given the oppor-

tunity to let other members know about them. 

What is your idea of perfect happiness? A glass of wine at sunset with 

friends or my man. 

What is your greatest fear? Being poor. 

What is the trait you most deplore in 

yourself? Being late 

What is the trait you most deplore in 

others? Lying 

What is your greatest extravagance? Art 

What is your current state of mind? 

Fairly safe & calm 

What do you dislike most about your 

appearance? My nose 

What is the quality you most like in a man? Honesty & humor 

What is the quality you most like in a woman? Honesty 

Which living person do you most despise? George Bush & my ex-husband 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? òOh, for godõs sake!ó 

Which talent would you most like to have? To play the piano. 

What do you consider your greatest achievement? Having two great chil-

dren & owning my own business 

If you were to die and come back as a person or a thing, what do you think 

it will be? A bird. 

Besides here, where would you like to live? Tahiti 

What is your most treasured possession? My home 

What do you value most in your friends? Laughter & honesty. 

What is your favorite hero of fiction? Spenser Tracey 

What is it that you most dislike? Raw Eggs 

Which historical figure do you most identify with? Winston Churchill  

What is your motto? òTo unto others as you would have them do unto youó 

- The Golden Rule R 

 

  

Joan Deemer, Pat Sample & Lura Willhite 

Sitting quiet, doing nothing, spring comes, and the 
grass grows by itself.   Zen saying  



  

Half the interest of a garden is the constant exercise of the imagination. I believe that 
people entirely devoid of imagination never can be really good gardeners. - Mrs. C.W. Earle   

6ÉÏÌÅÔȭÓ /ÒÃÈÉÄÓ 

 

  

Violet Samano shared pictures of her gorgeous orchid.  A Cattleya (Lc. Mem. Ropbert Strait x Blc. Good News) which is a 

fantastic well formed semi-alba with great fragrance. Cattleyas are often referred to as "The 

King of the Orchids". They are best known for being the corsage orchid.  

While Violet needs no help growing the wonderful plant, the rest of us may benefit from some 

tips:  Cattleyas are an excellent choice for the novice. Due to their relative ease of culture and 

adaptability, Cattleyas are among the most popular orchid genus grown. The exotic fragrance 

flowers are available in a wide range of spectacular colors, sizes, shapes, and textures. 

LIGHTING 
Sufficient lighting is a must for successful cultivation. Cattleyas prefer either an east or a lightly 
shaded south-facing window. West windows should be used with caution. Depending upon the 
location of the home, the west window may become very hot during the late spring through early fall. The foliage on the 
plants may burn. 
TEMPERATURE 
Cattleyas adapt to a wide range of temperatures. Provide nighttime temperatures 55 to 60°F and daytime temperatures 70 
to 90°F. Plants can tolerate temperatures of up to 100oF, if shading, humidity and air circulation are increased. 
WATERING 
Depending upon the temperature, Cattleyas should be watered about once or twice a week. During the summer, the plants 
may need to be watered every 4-5 days. The rule of thumb for watering should be as followed : More heat more water, less 

heat less water. Cattleyas may be allowed to dry out between waterings. Try to water the plants early in the day, so that the 
foliage will be dry by nightfall. To prevent bacterial and fungal disease use Physan 20 once a month. 
HUMIDITY 
Cattleyas prefer 40-60% humidity. Humidity Trays may be needed. 
FERTILIZER 
Cattleyas must be fertilized on a regular basis! For best results, use Norman~s Optimal Orchid Nutrients every other week. 

It is recommended to pre-water plants 
before applying the diluted nutrient solu-
tion if the potting media is dry. 
POTTING 
Cattleyas should be grown in Medium 
Orchid Bark. The bark mix should be 
moderately coarse to allow for free drain-
age. Cattleyas should be repotted once 
every two years. Ideally, Cattleyas should 

be repotted in the spring. 
PESTS 
Common pests associated with Cattleyas 
are scale and spider mites. X-CLUDE, 
encapsulated pyrethrum time-release in-
secticide or Neem Oil are the most effi-
cient methods of pest control. 
 

- Thanks, Violet, for sharing! R 
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